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Dane Richeson, Professor of Music, percussion
Introduction of Professor John Dreher Beth De Stasio
Raymond H. Herzog Professor of Science 
 and Professor of Biology
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21st Century Merchants of Doubt; Where Is Plato When We Need Him? John Dreher
Lee Claflin-Robert S. Ingraham Professor of Philosophy, 
recipient of 2016 Faculty Convocation Award
Recessional*
Improvisation sur le Te Deum Charles Tournemire
(1870–1939)
Kathrine Handford, organ
*Please stand for the processional and the recessional
JOHN DREHER
John P. Dreher, the Lee Claflin-Robert S. Ingraham Professor of Philosophy, 
joined the Lawrence faculty in 1963.
A two-time recipient of the Babcock Award “for outstanding service to students” 
(1975, 1983) and winner of the University Award for Excellence in Teaching 
(1989) and the Freshman Studies Teaching Award (2002), Dreher has remained 
student-focused during his 53-year career. 
His academic interests include environmental ethics, applied ethics and the 
history of philosophy. Dreher has said he aims “to teach ethics down here, 
where we live, not pie-in-the-sky ethics.”
A native of Jersey City, N.J., Dreher earned a bachelor’s degree in English from 
St. Peter’s College. He also holds a master’s degree in philosophy from Fordham 
University and a Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of Chicago. He served 
as chair of Lawrence’s Department of Philosophy most years from 1968 to 2011 
and directed the Freshman Studies program on three occasions (1982–83; 
1986–87; 1993–95).
In awarding Dreher the University Award for Excellence in Teaching in 1989, 
the late former Lawrence President Rik Warch wrote, “You build confidence 
in your students as they learn to speak with careful argument and to write and 
rewrite under your careful tutelage. You are tough-minded and rigorous, but 
you also communicate the joy, excitement and love of learning.”
When asked to list recent professional achievements for a 2011 Lawrence Today 
piece, Dreher wrote, “I hope I helped some students see how really good they 
could be.” His scholarly publications include a critical review of the book Plato 
for Everyone in the spring 2015 issue of Teaching Philosophy and the essay 
“The Driving Ratio in Plato’s Divided Line” in the September 1990 issue of 
Ancient Philosophy.
Please refrain from talking during all musical selections.
As a courtesy to the artists and to those in attendance, please be aware that sounds such as whispering 
and the rustling of programs and cellophane wrappers are magnified in the hall.
Please turn off all cell phones, pagers and other electronic devices during convocations. Convocations may not  
be recorded, photographed or broadcast without the written consent of the speaker and Lawrence University.
Ushers for today’s convocation are members of Lambda Sigma, an honor society of sophomore men and women.
For more information please see lawrence.edu/info/news/convocations
2016 HONORS, AWARDS & PRIZES
THE JOHN J. AND GRACIELA ALFIERI TUITION SCHOLARSHIP IN SPANISH, 
recognizing exceptional ability in Spanish language and literature
  Megan Nicole DeCleene, Dousman, Wis., an exceptional student of Spanish 
language and culture, shines for her meticulousness, dedication and intellectual 
sophistication. Her precocious academic career in Spanish earned her an 
invitation to present her scholarship at a national conference, a noteworthy and 
rare achievement for an undergraduate student.
  Kyle Brent Labak, Orland Park, Ill., is an extraordinary student—intelligent, 
passionate and generous. He reads widely and well, deftly exploring everything 
from early modern satire to contemporary film. His wit and unwavering kindness 
spur his classmates to richer discussion and more nuanced understanding. 
THE MRS. H. K. BABCOCK AWARD, to a member of the faculty, staff, administration, 
trustees, alumni or a friend of the college, who through involvement and interaction 
with students has made a positive impact on the campus community
 Helen Boyd Kramer, lecturer of gender and freshman studies
THE LOUIS C. BAKER MEMORIAL AWARD IN MODERN LANGUAGES, established 
by colleagues, former students and friends of Professor Baker, who taught German and 
French at Lawrence from 1916–47, and given annually to a junior major in a modern 
foreign language who has shown outstanding achievement
  Kyle Brent Labak, Orland Park, Ill., whose irrepressible intellectual enthusiasm 
has led him to study Spanish, Chinese and Russian. Clever and creative, he brings 
a unique perspective to everything he studies, be it early modern Spanish theater 
or sustainability in China. His incisive readings, shrewd but generous comments 
and boundless enthusiasm enrich class discussions considerably. He is an 
exemplary student and community member.
THE BAKER PRIZE IN MODERN LANGUAGES, awarded to the senior major in a 
modern foreign language whose scholastic average in general and in modern foreign 
languages is highest among the majors in that field
  Alison Rose Kleppin, Madison, Wis., whose remarkable diligence and ability 
to integrate various academic interests in her Spanish studies have allowed her 
to produce scholarship of exceptional complexity and interdisciplinary appeal. 
THE RUTH BATEMAN AWARD, for excellence in scholarship, athletic ability and 
leadership by a woman athlete
  Tierney Ann Duffy, North Riverside, Ill., for her dedication to her academic 
career, volunteer activities and her leadership in softball. She is the co-chair of the 
Student-Athlete Advisory Ccommittee, a student leader in the KidsGive program 
and a leader of the Special Olympics Polar Plunge fundraising effort.
THE ANDREW C. BERRY–JAMES C. STEWART PRIZE IN MATHEMATICS, to an 
outstanding graduating senior in mathematics
  Ting Hin Timothy Tse, Hong Kong, is quietly insightful and precise about his 
mathematics, and he boldly ventures into territory new to him in order to better 
understand the mathematics underlying algorithms.
THE J. BRUCE BRACKENRIDGE PRIZE IN PHYSICS, awarded to an outstanding 
junior or senior physics major with a strong academic record and great promise for 
continued work in physics
  Christopher Hamilton Kiehl, Sheboygan, Wis., for his outstanding work in 
physics. He has proved to be an exceptional experimentalist who takes a fresh 
view of laboratory challenges and identifies innovative measurement approaches. 
Christopher executes these approaches with care and precision and promises to 
become an outstanding scientist.
THE PHILIP AND ROSEMARY WILEY BRADLEY ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP 
IN ECONOMICS, established in 1994 by Dr. and Mrs. Bradley, both members of the 
class of 1935, to encourage talented and industrious students to major in the field of 
economics. The award this year is shared by two students:
  Dylan E. Geary, Overland Park, Kan., has established herself as a curious and 
consistently excellent student. She initiates and participates in class discussion and 
is recognized for raising the quality of classroom discourse. She is also pursuing an 
innovation and entrepreneurship concentration. 
  Mattias Jens Soderqvist, Stockholm, Sweden, has been a top student in a 
number of departmental courses, and has shown superior skills handling and 
analyzing data. Mattias has demonstrated an impressive ability to apply skills 
developed in the classroom to his outside interests.
THE CAMPUS LIFE AWARD, established in 1978 and sponsored by the Lawrence 
University Alumni Association, is given to a senior in recognition of leadership and service
  Jaime Flores Gonzalez, Milwaukee, Wis., for his outstanding leadership of the  
LUCC Committee on Diversity Affairs and his contributions to numerous  
volunteer organizations, residential life and Diversity Center programs.
THE IDEN CHARLES CHAMPION CUP, for excellence in scholarship, athletic ability, 
college spirit and loyalty
  Renato Stefano Engler, Davos, Switzerland, for his exceptional academic 
performance (he is a two-time Northern Collegiate Hockey Association All-
Academic Team member), volunteer activities and leadership as captain of the 
hockey team for his senior season. Renato was the heart and soul of the hockey 
team, a leader in all aspects on and off the ice.
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THE IDEN CHARLES CHAMPION AWARD IN COMMERCE & INDUSTRY was 
established in 1921 by Iden Charles Champion, Class of 1919, in recognition of his 
interest in the cause of higher education. The award is presented each year to the 
student with the best paper in the Department of Economics and is shared by two 
students this year:
  Mishal Ayaz, Astoria, N.Y. In “A Game Theoretic Analysis of International 
Justice Disputes,” Mishal models how different informational assumptions affect 
whether countries choose the International Court of Justice to adjudicate disputes.
  Perrin Claire Tourangeau, Denver, Colo. In “Why Forests Fail: Exploring the 
Relationship between Institutions and Forest Management Outcomes in Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic,” Perrin conducts comparative institutional and 
econometric analyses to understand the different environmental trajectories in  
the two countries.
THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY UNDERGRADUATE AWARD IN ORGANIC 
CHEMISTRY, awarded to a senior student who displays a significant aptitude for 
organic chemistry to encourage further interest in the field
  Grant Emerson Forsythe, Iowa City, Iowa, has brought tremendous insight 
to his three courses in organic chemistry at Lawrence. In his electrochemistry 
research with Assistant Professor Allison Fleshman and Associate Professor 
Stefan Debbert, Grant demonstrated mastery of a wide range of laboratory and 
conceptual skills. We wish him well as he pursues a doctorate in chemistry at the 
University of Iowa.
THE DEBBIE ROMAN PRIZE IN CHEMISTRY, awarded to the junior or senior 
major whose laboratory performance best exemplifies the qualities of competence, 
resourcefulness, efficiency, dedication and goodwill
  William David Lapp, Phelps, Wis., has made himself indispensable since 
stepping into the stockroom two years ago. In addition to being able to complete 
high-level preparations for teaching labs, he has been a resource to offer 
thoughtful ideas and feedback when approaching topics of organization, safety and 
equipment. His willingness to help both faculty and students and his exemplary 
work will be sorely missed as he pursues future endeavors.
THE POLYED ORGANIC CHEMISTRY AWARD, sponsored by the Northeast 
Wisconsin Section of the American Chemical Society and awarded to a chemistry major 
for outstanding achievement in organic chemistry
  Melissa Catherine Rooney, Racine, Wis., has excelled in both the organic 
chemistry sequence and in her advanced course in organic synthesis. She 
asks excellent questions of the material, demonstrates natural aptitude in the 
laboratory and submits work of excellent completeness and clarity. We wish her 
luck as she travels to Cornell University for a summer research experience in their 
Department of Food Science.
THE SENIOR CHEMISTRY AWARD, sponsored by the Northeast Wisconsin Section  
of the American Chemical Society and awarded to an outstanding senior major
  Charles Gerald Martin, Glenbeulah, Wis., has made an impact on nearly every 
part of the chemistry department—as a stockroom worker, as an excellent student, 
as a long-term researcher in organic and medicinal chemistry, and in many other 
roles. In particular, his contributions to our campus American Chemical Society 
organization and our science demonstration group, the inaptly-named Bomb 
Squad, have been invaluable. We wish him well as he begins his graduate work 
in organic chemistry at the University of Colorado.
THE CRC PRESS FRESHMAN CHEMISTRY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD, in recognition 
of outstanding performance in the introductory chemistry courses
  Erica Powers Craddock, St. Paul, Minn., approaches chemistry with an innate 
curiosity and enthusiasm that is inspiring. 
THE UNDERGRADUATE AWARD IN ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY, to a junior major 
for outstanding performance in analytical chemistry
  Sarah Frances Zaccarine, Hawthorn Woods, Ill. From water quality to 
coconuts, Sarah’s passion for chemistry always shines through. Her willingness  
to go the extra mile will take her far, perhaps even in a canoe.
THE DONALD KNUTH PRIZE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE, awarded annually to an 
outstanding graduating senior majoring in mathematics-computer science
  Rachel Leigh Feltes, Viroqua, Wis., has demonstrated an impressive aptitude 
in both computer science and mathematics. Her unassuming work ethic and 
natural talent have consistently earned her high marks across a wide range of 
departmental offerings, culminating in an innovative capstone project involving 
textual sentiment analysis.
THE SOPHOMORE PRIZE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE, awarded to the outstanding 
student in computer science finishing the sophomore year
  Kangbok Lee, Anyang-Si, South Korea. In a particularly strong field of 
sophomore math/computer science majors, KB Lee has distinguished himself 
by being almost perfect at everything he does. He excels in both theory and 
application. On top of all that, he is a pretty good dancer, which is an especially 
valuable skill for computer scientists.
THE MAURICE P. AND REGINA C. CUNNINGHAM PRIZE IN GREEK, established 
in 1975 by Mrs. Regina Cunningham in honor of her husband, professor of classics and 
history at Lawrence from 1949–78, and awarded to the student who has done the best 
work in Greek in a given year
  Max Palumbo Lavery, Princeton, N.J., has shown himself to be a careful and 
insightful reader of ancient Greek literature. His self-directed examination of the 
connections between Homer and Herodotus reveals a nuanced appreciation of the 
intertextual relationship between The Iliad and The Histories.
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THE MARGARET GARY DANIELS KEYBOARD PERFORMANCE AWARD, established 
by Helen G. Daniels, Milwaukee-Downer College, in honor and memory of her mother. 
Mrs. Margaret Daniels received a diploma in music from Milwaukee-Downer in 1918 
and graduated the following year with a Bachelor of Arts degree. The award is given to 
a student who excels in keyboard performance, and is shared by two students this year:
  Anthony Grey Cardella, Porterfield, Wis., a sophomore piano performance 
major, has already developed into a mature, sensitive artist. As the winner  
of the 2015 Wisconsin Music Teachers Association Young Artist competition, 
Tony received well-deserved accolades for his beautiful performances of a wide 
variety of repertoire. His innate musicianship is matched by his diligence at 
the instrument, as he works tirelessly and constantly to improve his technique 
and artistry.
  Ming Hu, Changsha, China, a junior piano performance major, has distinguished 
herself as a solo performer, learning repertoire at a rapid pace, proving herself 
equally comfortable in many style periods, exhibiting a formidable technique at 
the instrument and modeling a level of commitment to performance that is an 
inspiration to the piano department. 
THE CLYDE DUNCAN PRIZE, commemorating the life and career of Clyde Duncan, 
professor of music at Lawrence from 1947–84. An accomplished performing artist and 
musicologist, Professor Duncan played a major role in creating bridges between the 
college and the Conservatory of Music. The award goes to an upperclass student with 
broad interests and abilities that combine music with literature, aesthetics and culture.
  Rachelle Lydia Huffman, Roscoe, Ill., a superb musicology student who brings 
boundless energy and passion to education and scholarship integrated with a deep 
sense of responsibility for her students, the subject matter and the broader world. 
Her interdisciplinary research project, “Music Education and the Environment: An 
Examination of the Role of Music Education in Raising Creative and Resourceful 
Citizens of the Natural World” was especially impressive and inspiring.
THE MIRIAM CLAPP DUNCAN AWARD IN ORGAN AND HARPSICHORD 
LITERATURE, established in 1985 upon her retirement. She had been a member of the 
Lawrence faculty since 1949 and was an accomplished organist. The award recognizes a 
student who excels in the organ and/or harpsichord.
  Xi Lin, Nanjing, China, is a junior from the studios of Anthony Padilla and 
Kathrine Handford who has demonstrated her passion for the harpsichord 
and continuo playing this year by providing all of the music for the play Much 
Ado about Nothing. Her enthusiasm for performing 17th-century music from 
figured base using facsimile editions of the manuscripts shows the depth of her 
scholarship to understand and perform with a true sense of the baroque aesthetic.
THE HERMAN ERB PRIZE IN GERMAN, established in 1912 by Herman Erb, a prominent 
Appleton banker, who came to this country from Germany at age 16. It is awarded to an 
upperclass student on the basis of submitted original composition or a scholarly essay.
  Sarah Margaret Bonoff, Minneapolis, Minn., whose senior capstone project 
examines a set of three short stories by women authors from East Germany. 
The authors were asked to write about a character who wakes up one morning 
transformed into another gender, and Sarah came up with the novel idea of using 
Freud’s concept of a double (Doppelgänger) as a lens for thinking about gender 
roles in a society that was officially, but almost only officially, very supportive 
of women.
THE UNIVERSITY AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN ADVISING is given to a member 
of the faculty whose dedication to his, her or their role as an academic advisor is 
considered particularly outstanding. The recipient is selected from among nominations 
submitted by students in the senior class.
  Bart De Stasio, Dennis and Charlot Nelson Singleton Professor of Biological 
Sciences and professor of biology, was singled out for his care for students’ lives 
as a whole, including their nonacademic pursuits. He invites and welcomes 
conversations with his advisees, remembers details about their activities and 
interests, and helps them find opportunities that will enhance their experience  
at Lawrence and beyond.
FACULTY CONVOCATION AWARD, named by the president upon nomination of 
the Convocations and Commencement Committee. Nominees submit a proposal for a 
Convocation address. Criteria for the award include the quality of the proposal and the 
demonstrated excellence of the faculty member’s professional work.
  John P. Dreher, Lee Claflin-Robert S. Ingraham Professor of Philosophy, for his 
proposal, 21st-Century Merchants of Doubt: Where Is Plato When We Need Him?
THE JOHN HERBERT AND MAMIE E. FARLEY PRIZE IN PHILOSOPHY, established 
from the estate of Mrs. Farley and named also for her husband (Class of 1896), teacher 
of philosophy and psychology at Lawrence from 1904–40. It is awarded to a senior 
student excelling in the study of philosophy.
  Susannah Katharina Miller, Redmond, Wash., has all the attributes  
Lawrence has come to expect of its philosophers: intelligence, curiosity, 
perseverance, courage, creativity and a splendid sense of humor.
THE FRATERNITY SCHOLARSHIP CUP, to the fraternity with the highest scholarship 
rating for the previous three terms
 Beta Theta Pi
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THE OUTSTANDING FRESHMAN ATHLETIC AWARD FOR MEN, to the freshman 
man who has made the most outstanding contribution to Lawrence athletics
  Ryan William Butterfield, McDonough, Ga., for his exceptional contribution to 
football. Ryan was voted Lawrence’s Offensive Player of the Year and was the USA 
College Football Player of the Week and Midwest Conference Player of the Week. 
He also posted the first 200- yard rushing game by a Lawrence player since 2002.
THE OUTSTANDING FRESHMAN ATHLETIC AWARD FOR WOMEN, to the freshman 
woman who has made the most outstanding contribution to Lawrence athletics
  Arianna Jean Neumeyer, Manitowoc, Wis., for her significant contribution to 
the volleyball team. Arianna was awarded Lawrence’s Offensive Player of the Year 
and was a member of the second team for the All-Midwest Conference.
THE FRESHMAN STUDIES WRITING PRIZE, to a student whose submitted paper 
demonstrates outstanding qualities of critical analysis and thoughtful articulation.  
The winning paper is selected by a committee of Freshman Studies instructors.
  Rohan Sheth Nair, Bangalore, India, for his paper, “Renunciation and the Man 
of Discipline in the Bhagavad-Gita.” In a sophisticated and carefully argued essay, 
Rohan resolves a seeming contradiction in the text by introducing a distinction 
between positive and negative renunciation. The exceptionally clear writing presents 
the reader with a powerful insight leading to a deeper understanding of the Gita.
THE FRESHMAN STUDIES TEACHING AWARD:
  Melissa H. Range, assistant professor of English, is praised for helping students 
to enhance their writing and thinking abilities. She always comes to class prepared 
with interesting ideas and activities. Her effect on students has been profound  
and widespread.
THE DORRIT F. FRIEDLANDER SCHOLARSHIP, established in 1993 by colleagues 
and students of Professor of German Dorrit F. Friedlander upon her retirement.  
The fund honors Professor Friedlander’s 42 years of distinguished teaching and  
assists German major students who will be studying in Germany.
  William John Gill, Bloomington, Ill., who plans to spend next year not just 
taking courses and seeing the sights. He has a research project that aims to tease 
out why the heirs and political legacy of the East German Communist Party are 
still attractive to today’s younger voters.
THE CHRISTINE GERDES AWARD IN ANTHROPOLOGY, established by Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard H. Gerdes in memory of their daughter, Christine ’74. It is awarded to  
an outstanding junior major who excels in the study of anthropology.
  Guilberly Louissaint, Brooklyn, N.Y., is an outstanding student of anthropology 
and has been an influential leader in the struggle for mutual understanding and 
respect among diverse groups both on campus and in the Appleton community. He 
has served with and led numerous campus and local multicultural organizations, 
including Rotary and the Boys and Girls Club. The anthropology faculty members 
find his active pursuit of intercultural respect and understanding an inspirational 
reflection of anthropology’s core mission.
THE BERTRAND A. GOLDGAR FELLOWSHIP, a memorial to Professor Bertrand 
A. Goldgar, the longest-serving full-time member of the faculty in Lawrence history, 
was established in 2009 by his students, family and friends. It is awarded to a current 
Lawrence student, preferably an English major or minor, to follow in his footsteps by 
spending some productive and inspiring time in London in the haunts of the greats: 
Swift, Addison, Fielding and Goldgar.
  Nalee Aveena Oryza Douangvilay, Milwaukee, Wis., for a project called 
“Representing Cultural Assimilation and Cross-Cultural Experiences of London 
Dramatically.” Nalee’s project is ambitious and timely, combining a scholarly 
approach to issues of diversity with a passionate devotion to art and theatre. The 
project will allow Nalee to draw on her earlier successes as a playwright while also 
presenting her with significant new challenges. The result should be impressive.
THE JUDITH ANNE GUSTAFSON MEMORIAL AWARD, established by Mr. and  
Mrs. Martin G. Gustafson in memory of their daughter, Judith ’61, and awarded to  
an outstanding sophomore woman who best exemplifies qualities of scholarship,  
high moral character, integrity and loyalty to school and friends
  Ana Li, San Francisco, Calif., for her dedication to the Volunteers in Tutoring 
at Lawrence (VITAL) program, leadership with the Building Intergenerational 
Relationships program and a strong commitment to her education.
THE RICHARD A. HARRISON AWARD FOR RESEARCH IN THE HUMANITIES AND 
SOCIAL SCIENCES, established in memory of Richard A. Harrison, dean of the faculty 
from 1992–97
  Torrey Smith, Indianapolis, Ind., for her project “A Cross-Cultural Study of 
New Orleans and its Heritage.” Drawing upon her study abroad experience in 
Dakar, Senegal, and summer internship with L’Alliance Française, Torrey will use 
the extensive museums and collections in New Orleans to examine the overlap 
and blending of cultures and identities in the only highly populated Francophone 
center in the United States. Her insights will help us understand the dynamics  
of developing multicultural cities in the world today.
THE HICKS PRIZE IN FICTION, established by John Hicks, editor of the Oshkosh 
Daily Northwestern, United States diplomat and Lawrence trustee (1911–16). It is 
awarded for the best submitted short story.
  Elena Christiana Stabile, St. Paul, Minn., for A New Voice, an emotional tale of 
two siblings joined by their ambivalent grief for their lost mother and her troubled 
life. In spare, descriptive language, the story charts the jagged landscape of loss.
THE HICKS PRIZE IN POETRY, established by John Hicks, and awarded for the best 
submitted poem
  Michael William Ray, Wilmette, Ill., for Cherry Icon. This poem manages to 
be at once playful and reflective. It delights in the pleasures of language, using 
familiar sounds and voices to create a surprising and engrossing poetic world.
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THE PAUL C. HOLLINGER AWARD IN MUSIC HISTORY, established by friends  
and family in honor of Professor Hollinger’s retirement from Lawrence after serving  
for 38 years as professor of music history
  Sarah Elizabeth Coffman, Oak Park, Ill. Sarah’s wide-ranging interests in 
music history, from Machaut to the Second Viennese School, have led her to take 
a wide variety of upper-level courses and independent studies in which she has 
demonstrated excellence in critical thinking, musical analysis and writing. She 
further incorporates her scholarship with performance in well-researched and 
engaging revivals of medieval and renaissance repertoires.
BETTY CHAMPION HUSTACE PRIZE IN ART HISTORY, established in 2005 to honor 
the memory of Betty Champion Hustace ’41. It is awarded to a student demonstrating 
excellence in the field of art history.
  Kali Rebecca Steinberg, Springfield, Va., has distinguished herself through  
her ability to think subtly about many different kinds of art, her careful readings  
of and responses to written sources and her clear and precise prose. She shows  
a seriousness of purpose that augurs well for continued accomplishments in the 
field on into the future.
THE MARJORY IRVIN PRIZE, established by family, colleagues, students and friends 
to recognize the life and career of Marjory Irvin, professor of music at Milwaukee-
Downer College from 1948–64 and at Lawrence from 1964–87. It is awarded for 
excellence in piano performance as both soloist and chamber musician. The award is 
shared by two students this year:
  Neil Krzeski, Arlington Heights, Ill., a freshman piano performance major, is  
a strong performer with seemingly boundless energy. An avid listener to a variety  
of musical genres, Neil is able to tie together and speak articulately about the 
diverse musical influences and contexts of a given work. During his short time  
at Lawrence thus far, he has already given masterful performances of both solo 
and collaborative literature spanning several styles and techniques.
  Nicholas Arthur Suminski, Williamsburg, Mich., a freshman piano 
performance major, has already made a name for himself both within and  
outside the piano department. He has undertaken ambitious projects in both  
solo and collaborative literature, excelled in multiple master classes and 
competitions, and played always with an eloquence and coherence that is  
striking for its honesty and individuality. 
THE RALPH V. LANDIS AWARD, established by the lettermen of Lawrence in  
honor of Dr. Landis, physician to Lawrence students from 1926–78, and awarded  
for outstanding contributions to Lawrence athletics by a senior male athlete
  Jamie Daniel Nikitas, Glenview, Ill., in recognition of his academic success and 
contribution to the men’s basketball team. He was a member of the first team All-
Midwest Conference, broke the Lawrence all-time single-season scoring record this 
year and finished ninth in the nation in points per game. Jamie was a finalist for the 
prestigious Jostens Trophy, given to the top Division III student-athlete in the nation.
THE PIEPER FAMILY LANTERN AWARD commemorates the Lantern service 
organization that was the forerunner of the current Volunteer and Community Service 
Center and recognizes a student who has furthered the growth and well-being of people 
and/or communities through service for others. Servant leaders share power, put the needs 
of others first and help those served to become constructive participants in communities.
  Nicholas Alexander Felipe, Albuquerque, N.M., who has volunteered more 
than 250 hours to provide job training and fair housing for people in need and has 
provided leadership in cultural education, support and service opportunities for 
Lawrentians interested in indigenous cultures.
THE LATIN LEAGUE OF WISCONSIN COLLEGES AWARD, given to freshmen and 
sophomores who do superior work in Latin during their freshman year at Lawrence
  Nalee Aveena Oryza Douangvilay, Milwaukee, Wis., whose performance in 
Latin has been of outstanding quality. She demonstrates a sure command of the 
Latin language and has shown herself to be a truly thoughtful and sensitive reader 
of Roman love elegy. Her independent work on the literary personae of the poets 
Sulpicia and Propertius has been particularly impressive.
THE CHARLES F. LAUTER INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PRIZE, established in 2000 in 
honor of Dean Lauter’s retirement and awarded to an international student distinguished 
for scholarship, leadership, service and support for Lawrence International
  Amaan Naseer Khan, Lahore, Pakistan, has contributed to Lawrentians’ 
international experience through his work as publicity coordinator and later 
president of Lawrence International, as well as his work at The Lawrentian. 
During his time at Lawrence, Amaan exposed our campus community to varied 
international issues and perspectives with a special attention to authentic  
cultural representation.
THE LETTERWINNER AWARD, presented by the “L” Club, to those outstanding 
seniors who have earned eight or more varsity letters
  Clarissa Delphina Bruning, Mondovi, Wis., for cross country, indoor and 
outdoor track
  James Cameron Davies, Grosse Pointe, Mich., for cross country, indoor and 
outdoor track
  Christopher Marsh Fuelling, St. Paul, Minn., for cross country, indoor and 
outdoor track
 Elizaveta Girsova, Hong Kong, for soccer, indoor and outdoor track
 Bjorn Joseph Gowdy-Jaehnig, Decorah, Iowa, for indoor and outdoor track
  Tyler Jordan Herman, Wadsworth, Ill., for cross country, indoor and outdoor track
  Elizabeth Sailer Landes, Westmont, Ill., for cross country, indoor and outdoor track
 Generika Alexia Matt, Mount Horeb, Wis., for soccer, indoor and outdoor track
  Isabella Grace Schleisner, Greenville, Wis., for cross country, indoor and 
outdoor track
  Cora Louise Williams, Brentwood, Calif., for cross country, indoor and outdoor track
10 11
THE JESSIE MAE PATE McCONAGHA PRIZE, recognizing interdisciplinary 
scholarship in art history within the humanities, was established in memory of 
Professor McConagha, who taught French at Lawrence in the 1920s. She was a student 
of European painting and also pursued broader interests in the visual arts in the 
Appleton community.
  Angela Elizabeth Butler, Singapore. Angela’s senior project on wayang kulit 
(Indonesian shallow puppetry) set a sensitive visual analysis of the puppets into 
their various cultural contexts as elements in a larger performance and as discrete 
objects of study in museum displays. As a result, her work exemplifies the best of 
interdisciplinary work in art history.
THE WILLIAM A. McCONAGHA PRIZE, established by Margaret McConagha Faulkner 
and Alan C. McConagha in memory of their father, an economics professor at Lawrence 
from 1926–56, and awarded to the students who best exhibit excellence in the study  
of economics
  Ruby Ellen Dickson, Louisville, Colo., consistently demonstrated excellence in 
her core and advanced theory courses, as well as producing outstanding written 
work. Ruby double majored in economics and Chinese language and literature, 
completing her degree in only three years.
  Zachary Paul Martin, Brookfield, Wis., is an excellent overall student with 
exceptional economic instincts. In addition to his demonstrated mastery 
throughout the core economics theory courses, Zach has distinguished himself  
as a high-level thinker and an invaluable seminar participant. Zach also completed  
a concentration in innovation and entrepreneurship. 
  Perrin Claire Tourangeau, Denver, Colo., has distinguished herself as a 
talented thinker and an exceptional writer. She has an exceptional ability to 
explain core concepts and has led problem-solving sessions for introductory and 
intermediate theory courses, tutored for applied courses and served as a writing 
tutor for Freshman Studies. Her Senior Experience project, “Why Forests Fail,” 
shared the award for the top economics paper for this academic year. Perrin also 
completed a minor in environmental studies.
THE ELIZABETH BLACK MILLER STRING SCHOLARSHIP, established in 1985 to 
commemorate the life of Elizabeth Black Miller ’23 and awarded for outstanding talent 
and performance on stringed instruments. Four students share the award:
  Anna Madeleine Brotherton, Austin, Texas. Maddy is a junior in the studio of 
Wen-Lei Gu and a candidate for a Bachelor of Music in violin performance. She 
has served as concertmaster of the Lawrence Symphony Orchestra and has also 
performed with the Fox Valley Symphony. She volunteered as a string ensemble 
coach for the Lawrence Academy of Music String Project for two and a half years 
and is currently a member of the Lawrence Fiddle Club. 
  Isabel Dora Ray Dammann, Portland, Ore., is in her fourth year at Lawrence, 
where she is pursuing degrees in geology and violin performance. Known for 
her versatility and creativity, Isabel has held numerous leadership roles in the 
Lawrence Symphony Orchestra, been active in the chamber music program and 
performed with the Lawrence Fiddle Club. Last summer, she attended Silkroad’s 
Global Musician Workshop and the Sewanee Summer Music Festival.
  Alexander Tristan Lessenger, Golden, Colo., for his developing maturity 
and artistry as a cellist. An engaging performer with a finely honed musical 
intelligence, Alex’s talents shine in his roles as leader of the cello section in 
the Lawrence Symphony Orchestra and through his active participation in the 
chamber music program. 
  Meghan A. Murphy, Milwaukee, Wis., is a sophomore pursuing degrees 
in religious studies and violin performance. As a chamber musician, she has 
performed on both violin and viola. This year she served as principal second violin 
of the Lawrence Symphony Orchestra. Meghan is an analytical and thoughtful 
musician who inspires and supports the other string students at Lawrence.
THE JAMES MING PRIZE IN COMPOSITION, established in honor of James Ming, 
professor of music theory and composition in the Lawrence Conservatory from  
1944–82, upon his retirement and awarded for outstanding creative talent and 
achievement in music composition
  Nebal Anwar Maysaud, Alexandria, Va., for excellence and accomplishment in 
music composition. Nebal’s music unites craft, imagination and a keen awareness 
of the human spirit into compositions of great originality and emotional power. 
His composition Holy Doubts and Empty Prayers presents a compelling, powerful 
reflection on issues of modern faith, while Electronic Battleship brings together 
string quartet and percussion to forge a fresh, unique palette of textures. Because 
of the high quality of his work, Nebal was selected by the composition faculty to 
compose a new work for the Lawrence Wind Ensemble this year.
MITA SEN AWARD FOR SOCIETAL IMPACT AT LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY, 
established in 2012 by Abir Sen ’97 and Crystal Cullerton-Sen ’97 in honor of Abir’s 
mother, Mita Sen. Abir Sen graduated magna cum laude from Lawrence in 1997 with a 
major in economics. He later attended Harvard University, where he received an M.B.A. 
Crystal Cullerton-Sen graduated cum laude from Lawrence in 1997 with a major in 
psychology. After completing her B.A. at Lawrence, she obtained her doctorate in school 
psychology with a minor in child development from the University of Minnesota. The 
Mita Sen Award for Societal Impact is awarded annually to students whose work has the 
potential to positively impact society. The award is shared by two students this year:
  Tamara Nassar, Amman, Jordan, will return to her home country to volunteer 
and provide resources to Al-Zaatari, the largest refugee camp in Jordan. She will 
analyze the economy of the camp as compared to the larger Jordanian economy 
and create a social entrepreneurship project to best mobilize assets and facilities.
  Bimalsen Rajbhandari, Bagmati, Nepal, will rebuild his community after 
the devastation left by the 2015 earthquake. He will work in partnership with 
the Rotary Club of Appleton to rebuild a community healthcare clinic and will 
volunteer his time to fundraise, build and conduct research on the impact of  
the project.
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THE MORTAR BOARD HONORARY AWARD, to a faculty member or administrator 
who best advances the spirit of scholarship, recognizes and encourages leadership and 
provides service, those ideals upon which Mortar Board was established
  Alison C. Guenther-Pal is one of the most intelligent and engaging teachers. 
Not only is Alison’s teaching both entertaining and challenging when it comes to 
mastering material, but her methods also foster personal growth and help students 
achieve a potential higher than they thought possible. Professor Guenther-Pal does 
each and every one of her students a great service by providing them a rigorous 
and supportive environment to learn, lead and improve themselves and the 
confidence with which they approach all their other pursuits, both academic  
and beyond.
THE EDWIN H. OLSON AWARD IN HUMAN SERVICES, established by students, 
friends and colleagues in honor of Professor Olson’s retirement from Lawrence in 1989. 
It is awarded to the best senior psychology major planning to undertake a career in one 
of the psychology-related helping professions.
  Tahnee Marquardt, Greven, Germany, is a brilliant student who has done 
research with several Lawrence psychology faculty members, as well as Harvard 
University faculty in a competitive summer program. Tahnee has been accepted 
for an internship (offered to only one person each year) at an internationally 
renowned mindfulness-based cognitive therapy research lab at Oxford University’s 
medical school. She plans to pursue a doctoral degree in clinical psychology.
THE PEABODY PRIZE IN LATIN, established by Emma Peabody Harper in 1910 
in memory of her father, George F. Peabody, and awarded to a sophomore who has 
attained the highest proficiency in college Latin
  Anna Elizabeth Vogel, Oak Park, Ill., continues to go from strength to strength 
as she moves from the in-depth analysis of Roman love elegy to the study of 
Virgil’s Aeneid. Her excellent command of the Latin language and literature  
should serve her well as she looks forward to her work at the Intercollegiate Center 
for Classical Studies in Rome.
THE PHI BETA KAPPA FRESHMAN SCHOLARSHIP–DOWNER COLLEGE PRIZE, 
for recognition of achieving the highest grade point average among women at the end 
of the freshman year
 Lauren Taylor Deveikis, Naperville, Ill.
 Anne M. Holt, Salt Lake City, Utah
 Sydney Elyse Nelson, Crystal Lake, Ill.
 
THE PHI BETA KAPPA FRESHMAN SCHOLARSHIP–LAWRENCE COLLEGE PRIZE, 
for recognition of achieving the highest grade point average among men at the end of 
the freshman year
 Michael William Ray, Wilmette, Ill.
THE MAURICE CUNNINGHAM PHI BETA KAPPA PRIZE, to the junior with the 
highest grade point average
 Megan Nicole DeCleene, Dousman, Wis.
 Kyle Brent Labak, Orland Park, Ill.
THE PI KAPPA LAMBDA COMPOSITION AWARD, for exceptional originality and skill 
in music composition
  Dominic Joseph Ellis, Appleton, Wis., is a highly energetic and imaginative 
composer. His insatiable desire to learn and diligent work ethic has yielded 
a varied and distinctive portfolio of music. His composition Ode on Solitude 
was specially selected for a world premiere performance by the esteemed vocal 
ensemble Singer Pur. Dominic’s enthusiasm for creating and performing new 
music and his support for fellow composers makes him a wonderful role model 
and a joy to have in the department. 
THE PI KAPPA LAMBDA MUSIC EDUCATION TEACHING AWARD, presented in 
recognition of exceptional performance during the student teaching semester in the 
current academic year. The award is shared by two students this year:
  Rachelle Lydia Huffman, Roscoe, Ill., shares her passion for music with 
creativity and enthusiasm in the general music classroom and in band rehearsals, 
where her students are constantly engaged and learning. Rachelle has been an 
outstanding student in music education and music performance during her five 
years at Lawrence University. 
  Caitlynn S. Winkler ’15, Norman, Okla., elevates the level of performance of her 
band students through her musical conducting, thoughtful lessons and fast-paced 
teaching. Caitlynn’s exceptional musicianship as a flutist complements her skill 
and effectiveness as a successful music teacher.
THE PI KAPPA LAMBDA FRESHMAN PRIZE, awarded for outstanding academic and 
musical achievement by a freshman music major. The prize is shared by two students 
this year:
 Mayan Rube Essak, Shorewood, Wis.
 Nicholas Arthur Suminski, Williamsburg, Mich.
THE PI KAPPA LAMBDA JAZZ COMPOSITION AWARD, for exceptional originality 
and skill in jazz music composition
  Jakob McClure Heinemann, Madison, Wis., shows great potential in his 
writing for large jazz ensembles. He just started composition and arranging 
lessons this year and has progressed very quickly. He is motivated to learn as 
much as possible about arranging and orchestrating for big bands and will be one 
of the commissioned writers featured next fall at the Fred Sturm Jazz Celebration 
Weekend festival. 
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THE POLITICAL SCIENCE JOURNAL AWARD, given to an outstanding 
undergraduate student 
  Alex Lawrence Kurki, Helena, Mont., a double major in government and 
history, has excelled in virtually all aspects of political science, earning an 
outstanding 3.91 GPA as a junior. An able writer, Alex has also worked as a writing 
and content tutor and on the staff of The Lawrentian. An extremely dedicated 
volunteer, Alex has combined his studies with volunteer work at the Boys and Girls 
Club of Appleton and with KidsGive in Sierra Leone. When he is not studying or 
volunteering, Alex plays guitar in the rock band the Goat Wizard.
THE POND AWARD FOR WOMEN, for all-around athletic ability by a senior woman in 
two or more sports and for sportsmanship, school spirit and scholarship
  Hayley Evan Cardinal, Lombard, Ill., for her strong academic success as a 
double major and contribution to the women’s swimming/diving and track and 
field teams. She is a three-time Midwest Conference champion and Lawrence 
record holder in the breaststroke.
THE MOJMIR POVOLNY PRIZE IN GOVERNMENT, established to honor the 
retirement of Professor Povolny, who was a member of the government faculty from 
1958–89. It is given to an outstanding senior government student. This year the prize 
goes to two students:
  Vahaken Mouradian, Nicosia, Cyprus, is recognized for his outstanding 
scholarly achievements. His honors project research focuses on parochialist parties 
and the ethics of national identity. He has wide-ranging interests in philosophy, 
history, domestic policy and international security. He has also served as the 
president of Sigma Phi Epsilon, the president of the Armenian Youth Federation’s 
Cyprus Chapter and as a second lieutenant in the National Guard of Cyprus.
  Jisu Park, Ansan, South Korea, is recognized for his consistently impressive 
performance in a wide range of courses in the government department and 
beyond, as well as for his work toward a deep understanding and thoughtful use 
of social scientific research methods. Jisu expects to serve in the South Korean 
military for a few years after he graduates next summer, but his long-term goal is 
to be a political science professor.
THE PRESSER FOUNDATION MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP, awarded to the outstanding 
music major entering the final year of study
 Sara J. Larsen, Sioux Falls, S.D.
THE E. DANE PURDO AWARD, established by friends and family of E. Dane Purdo, 
professor of art, on the occasion of his retirement in 1991. Purdo, a silversmith, taught 
art at Milwaukee-Downer College and at Lawrence after the consolidation of the two 
colleges in 1964. He is the craftsman of many of the university’s ceremonial objects, 
including the mace and usher batons used on most formal academic occasions. It is 
awarded to an exceptional student in art or ceramics for summer study.
  Cael Robin Neary, Libertyville, Ill., for working hard to explore concepts and 
push the boundaries of various media. His thoughtfulness and commitment to art 
making creates an environment of engagement and camaraderie within the studio.
THE WILLIAM F. RANEY PRIZE IN HISTORY, established and named for this  
Rhodes Scholar and former professor of history at Lawrence (1920–55) and given 
to an outstanding senior history major. This year the prize goes to two students:
  Lee Morse Greenslit, Green Bay, Wis., has demonstrated her talent for 
historical thinking time and again. She is comfortable tackling demanding 
historical problems, and her commitment and curiosity make her a true pleasure 
to teach. A rigorous and incisive thinker, Lee’s writing on challenging historical 
subjects reflects the best traditions of our department and profession.
  Hannah Marie Jeruc, New Berlin, Wis., has matured from a gifted first-year 
student into a true historian. Meticulous analysis of sources, diligent research in 
multiple countries and a grasp of sophisticated historiographical questions all 
distinguish her as an exceptional student. In addition, Hannah possesses the moral 
imagination and feeling for the past that exemplify the best historians at any level. 
THE MARION READ AWARD, for outstanding contributions to Lawrence athletics
  Amanda Marie Jaskolski, Shawano, Wis., for her outstanding softball career. 
She was voted two-time Midwest Conference Player of the Year and was the 
first player in Lawrence history to be named to the National Fastpitch Coaches 
Association All-American first team. Amanda holds university records in hits,  
RBI, runs and home runs in a season. Her coach says Amanda is the best player 
she has ever coached in 23 years and one of the humblest.
THE GERVAIS E. AND MARY K. REED AWARD, to the outstanding senior who, in the 
opinion of the senior class, best exemplifies academic achievement and service to others 
and whose extracurricular activity, either on or off campus, demonstrates commitment 
to the common good
 Hannah Grace Shryer, Birchwood, Minn.
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THE GERVAIS E. REED AWARD FOR OFF-CAMPUS STUDY IN FRANCOPHONE 
COUNTRIES, established in memory of Professor Gervais E. Reed with gifts from 
family members and friends upon his passing in June 2007. Professor Reed taught 
in the French department for 32 years. He held the Marie Wollpert Professorship in 
Modern Languages and was honored by the French government as a Chevalier dans 
l’Ordre des Palmes Academiques for his promotion of the French language in the 
United States. The fund recognizes Lawrence students who excel in French studies  
and supports their participation in off-campus programs in Francophone countries. 
This year the award goes to two students:
 Allison Rose Brooks-Conrad, Ann Arbor, Mich.
 Dalia Rateb Khattab, Amman, Jordan
THE ESTELLE REID PRIZE IN LIBRARY SCIENCE, established from her estate in 
1961 and awarded to a student planning to pursue the graduate study of library science
  Zachary Fannin ’12, Madison, Wis., who majored in philosophy and came late 
to an interest in librarianship. He is pursuing his master’s degree at the University 
of Wisconsin–Madison and intends to concentrate on metadata/cataloging. He 
is also interested in the important task of helping people find and access the 
information they need and want. To further those goals, Zachary is working as 
a digital repository assistant in the UW Law School Library and as a metadata 
associate for the National Wildlife Health Center. He is also an officer and the 
treasurer of the Jail Library Group at the library school and works to provide 
residents of the Dane County Jail with books and magazines for both leisure and 
education. Zach will be an excellent addition to the field; we’re impressed with his 
current activities and look forward to seeing what his future holds. 
THE ALEXANDER J. REID PRIZE IN ENGLISH, bequeathed in 1911 by Alexander 
Reid, editor of the Appleton Post, U.S. diplomat and Lawrence trustee (1895–97), the 
prize is awarded to the student who writes the best creative nonfiction
  Graham Farley Holmes, Galesburg, Ill., for “The Philosopher of Suburbia,” 
which tells the story of a grandfather’s death. It is a thoughtful, honest and 
illustrative reflection of how some passings can be almost mundane in their 
ordinariness and yet extraordinary in their significance.
THE ESTELLE RAY REID PRIZE IN ART, established by a bequest from Estelle Ray 
Reid, daughter of Alexander J. Reid, and awarded for graduate study of art
  Maria E. Ayala ’13, Quito, Ecuador, in support of her pursuit of an M.F.A. in 
painting at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Maria’s images critique 
social issues relating to politics, gender and economic status from an American 
and Ecuadorian perspective.
THE THOMAS B. REID PRIZE IN JOURNALISM, established in 1961 in memory of 
Thomas B. Reid, brother of Alexander J. Reid, and awarded to a student intending to 
pursue graduate study in journalism
  Xue Yan, Changchun, China, a philosophy major, has written for The Lawrentian 
and the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, where her article was a finalist for the 
Society of Professional Journalists’ “Mark of Excellence” award for in-depth 
reporting. She has visited major newsrooms across the country and shadowed 
journalists to learn about their work. These activities are preparing her for a career 
as an international and/or investigative journalist.
THE ELIZABETH RICHARDSON AWARD–ART HISTORY, established in memory of 
this Milwaukee-Downer graduate by her friends and family. Miss Richardson M-D’40 
served in World War II as a member of the Red Cross in France, where she died in a 
plane crash.
 
  Laura Rebecca Udelson, San Francisco, Calif., in recognition of her academic 
intuition, determination in pursuing research, intellectual inquisitiveness and, 
above all, her commitment to and passion for learning about art and culture.
THE ELIZABETH RICHARDSON AWARD–STUDIO ART, established in memory  
of this Milwaukee-Downer graduate by her friends and family. 
  Laura Rebecca Udelson, San Francisco, Calif., for her dedication to creating 
installations that challenge our perceptions of substantiality and offer the viewer  
a place to experience pure visual bliss.
THE SUMNER RICHMAN STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD IN BIOLOGY, established 
in honor of Sumner Richman, member of the Lawrence faculty from 1957–95, upon his 
retirement and awarded to a student showing promise in biological research
  Marianthi Tangili, Thessaloniki, Greece, has spent the past two summers 
conducting ecological research on multiple systems, including a federally 
threatened thistle, an agricultural crop and an invasive wetland plant. Marianthi 
has demonstrated a remarkable ability to design and implement rigorous field 
experiments, contribute new ideas, work effectively with colleagues and to 
communicate her research findings to various audiences. She has worked diligently 
to advance our understanding of the factors that increase a plant’s likelihood 
of attack by an invasive insect, and her work will serve as a basis for future 
management strategies to protect the rare Pitcher’s thistle from extinction.
THE PATRICIA RITTER PRIZE IN CHINESE CULTURE, established in honor of  
Ms. Ritter for her work in promoting academic exchange between China and the  
United States. The award recognizes exceptional achievement by a Lawrence 
undergraduate in the study of Chinese culture.
  Sean Patrick Salansky, Elizabeth, Colo., for his overall outstanding knowledge 
of the Chinese language and culture.
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THE PATRICIA RITTER PRIZE IN CHINESE LANGUAGE, recognizing exceptional 
achievement by a Lawrence undergraduate in the study of Chinese language
  Sophie Chambless Vogt, Tuscaloosa, Ala., for her excellent ability to master the 
Chinese language and her continuous enthusiasm in using the language whenever 
and wherever possible over the past four years.
THE HOWARD AND HELEN RUSSELL AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN BIOLOGICAL 
RESEARCH, established by family and friends. Members of the Russell family have 
been strong supporters of liberal education and Lawrence. Howard and Helen Russell 
are grandparents of Beth DeStasio ’83, professor of biology and Raymond H. Herzog 
Professor of Science. This year the award recognizes the excellence in biological 
research by two students:
  Galen William Dods, Parkville, Mo., has distinguished himself as an innovative, 
dedicated, collegial and gracious member of the campus research community. His 
work on angiogenin, endocytosis and genome editing tools have all showcased 
his careful and thoughtful ethic. His most recent efforts to develop a yeast-based 
platform for optimizing genome editing tools may ultimately contribute to more 
efficient genetic engineering methods, safer correction of genetic defects and new 
therapies for diseases like cancer. 
  Zabdiel Ek-Vazquez, St. Paul, Minn., has demonstrated tremendous attention 
to detail in his research on neuronal gene expression in C. elegans. Zabdi’s strong 
work ethic and creative approaches to problem solving have been instrumental to 
his success. He has contributed a great deal to the lab in ways that helped others 
succeed and has been a patient teacher of younger students. His can-do attitude is 
inspiring, as is his ability to meld his broad interests in neuroscience and cognitive 
science with more reductionist approaches to problem solving in the life sciences. 
THE LOUIS HENRY SCHUTTE MEMORIAL PRIZE IN ENGLISH, established by William 
M. Schutte, professor of English at Lawrence from 1960–84, in honor of his father, who 
served for 35 years as headmaster of Rumsey Hall School in Cornwall, Conn. It is awarded 
to the senior English major with the highest grade point average for all courses completed 
in six terms beginning with the final term of the sophomore year.
 Elena Christiana Stabile, St. Paul, Minn.
THE SENIOR ART PRIZE FOR MEN–STUDIO ART, awarded to men excelling in 
studio art
  Austin David Wellner, Green Bay, Wis., for his extraordinary commitment to 
creative expression and intrepid exploration of the conceptual possibilities of art in 
a myriad of media.
THE SENIOR ART PRIZE FOR MEN–ART HISTORY, awarded to men excelling in  
art history
  William Owens Fraser, Orono, Minn., whose work is distinguished by his 
critical mind and quiet enthusiasm. His written work demonstrates a remarkably 
sophisticated and nuanced understanding of theory.
THE SORORITY CUP, to the sorority with the highest scholarship rating for the 
previous three terms
 Kappa Alpha Theta
THE WARREN HURST STEVENS PRIZE, established by David Harrison Stevens,  
Class of 1906, in memory of his brother Warren, Class of 1903. This award goes to a 
junior male student distinguished for his scholarship and useful activity in university 
affairs. This year’s award goes to two students:
  Max Richard Loebl, Whitefish Bay, Wis., for his academic successes and 
leadership in campus governance, service and extracurricular activities. 
  Guilberly Louissaint, Brooklyn, N.Y., for his active participation in diversity-
related student organizations and strong academic performance.
THE TANK-PALMQUIST-ROSS AWARD IN GEOLOGY, in honor of Professors Ronald 
W. Tank, John C. Palmquist and Theodore W. Ross. It is awarded to the outstanding 
geology student in the junior class.
  Isabel Dora Ray Dammann, Portland, Ore., for her careful and creative 
approach to science. She is a paragon of a liberally educated individual.
THE JEAN WILEY THICKENS PRIZE, established in 1988 by Laura Thickens Halford, 
Class of 1938, in honor of her mother and in recognition of the life and work of Roger 
Nichols, former director of the Boston Museum of Science. It is given to the junior who, 
by interest, scholarship and aptitude, shows the most promise for teaching at the high 
school level.
  Nicole Marie Mitchell, Gurnee, Ill. Maria Montessori wrote, “It is not enough 
for the teacher to love the child. She must first love and understand the universe.” 
Nicole Mitchell is the personification of this truth. The passionate commitment she 
brings to her environmental studies major, combined with her equally passionate 
commitment to teaching young children, guarantees that both she and her students 
will grow in her classroom—and they will grow into the world. We are honored 
that she will be part of Lawrence’s new elementary education program.
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THE TICHENOR PRIZE IN ENGLISH, donated in 1888 by Charles Orlando Tichenor, 
who graduated from Lawrence in 1862 and served as an attorney in the Civil War. 
It is awarded to the student with the best critical essay for a course in the English 
department. The award this year is shared by two students:
  Amy Sue Hutchings, Ripon, Wis., for “Whose Enlightenment Is It Anyway? 
Education and Female Agency in Sarah Scott’s Millennium Hall.” This essay 
thoughtfully studies the absence of men in Sarah Scott’s feminist utopia, 
Millennium Hall, shrewdly contrasting the enlivening role of exchanges with men 
in the women’s pasts to their impersonal and dispassionate utopian present.
  Olivia Grace Gregorich, Greenwood, Wis., for “An Education in Conformity: 
The Creation of an Active Passivity in John Cleland’s Memoirs of a Woman of 
Pleasure.” A beautifully written essay that deftly moves among various registers—
critical, textual and historical—to urge us to take seriously the way in which 
Memoirs critiques contemporary attitudes toward female education and learning.
THE E. GRAHAM WARING PRIZE IN RELIGIOUS STUDIES, established in 1987 
by colleagues and friends to honor the retirement of E. Graham Waring, professor of 
religious studies. This prize is given to a student for the best paper written in a religious 
studies course.
  Laura Rose Leppink, Falcon Heights, Minn., for her paper “Interfaith Dialogue: 
Bumper Stickers, Theology, and Common Ground.” Her paper examined the 
assumptions and implied theology behind two popular ways of conceptualizing 
interfaith dialogue. Her paper grew out of experiences she had in Jordan during 
her study abroad term, where she encountered a popular Muslim frame for 
dialogue. From there she grew curious about popular American notions of 
interfaith dialogue as embodied in the well-known “coexist” bumper sticker.
THE EDWIN N. AND RUTH Z. WEST SCHOLARSHIP, a merit award for students of 
exceptional promise. The scholarship is competitive and is granted to two continuing 
students beginning with the sophomore year.
 Jessica Amelia-Fern Robyns, Marquette, Mich.
 Dinardo Rafael Rodriguez, New York, N.Y.
THE RALPH WHITE PRIZE IN MATHEMATICS, donated by Mrs. Mary White in 
1921 in memory of her son, Ralph, Class of 1899, and awarded to a sophomore student 
excelling in the study of mathematics
  Anh Hoang Trong Nam, Hanoi, Vietnam. As a sophomore, Anh finished at the 
top of his class in Foundations of Algebra and, up to the writing of this citation, 
had hardly missed a point in Foundations of Analysis. Along the way, he has 
shown a talent for seeing beneath surface details to the key underlying structures 
and for writing unusually precise and careful proofs. 
THE ALEXANDER WILEY PRIZE, established by the family of Alexander Wiley,  
a U.S. senator from Wisconsin for 24 years, and awarded to an undergraduate,  
preferably a senior, who has, in his, her or their college years, most demonstrated a 
principled independence of thought, moral courage and creative commitment to a 
significant cause
  Hannah Grace Shryer, Birchwood, Minn., for her sincere dedication and 
consistent efforts to bring awareness and focus to the issue of sexual misconduct, 
support for victims and intervention training.
THE CHARLOTTE WOOD PRIZE IN ENGLISH, established in 1961 and named 
for Charlotte Wood, Class of 1901. It is awarded to the student with the best essay 
entered in an annual competition.
  Emma Sage Swidler, Deerfield, Ill., for “Mr. Carmichael and the Power of  
His Silent Presence,” which shows small details can come together to make  
a big impression. Her insightful essay not only discusses Mr. Carmichael’s role in 
the story, but also illuminates the larger effects of Woolf’s writing on the reader.
THE HENRY MERRITT WRISTON SCHOLARSHIP AWARD, established in 1975 to 
honor the eighth president of Lawrence and awarded to four students whose academic 
excellence is reflected by their wide-ranging interests, balanced personalities and the 
multiple abilities one associates with a truly educated person
 Hunter Sean Dowds, Merrill, Wis.
 Emily Ann Murwin, McFarland, Wis.
 Nicholas Arthur Suminski, Williamsburg, Mich.
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